
I cannot believe that 2009 has gone by this fast. Thanksgiving 

has passed, and weõre on our way to Christmas. December 5th 

will be the second annual Christmas in the Caribbean show at 

the Scottish Rite Cathedral. This yearõs show will feature 

Jimmy and the Parrots with special guest Nadirah Shakoor 

from Jimmyõs Coral Reefer band. This will be an awesome 

show and one you do not want to miss.  

 

The annual Toys for Tots party is coming fast and will be on 

December 11th at the Spruce. We expect many of our local 

Marines to be there and this happy hour has become a club 

favorite for many of us. 

 

Even though 2009 has been somewhat of a challenge for many local charities as well as  

individuals, your Berks County Parrot Head Club was busy raising money as usual. In January, 

we had a wonderful Winter Cabin Fever Festival at the Reading Country Club. The golf outing 

in May was one of the best yet, thanks to JR Koch, Family Guidance, and the record number of  

foursomes who played that day. Summer Parrot Daze was a huge success for Juvenile Diabetes 

Research Foundation. The Pirate Ship continues to be a sensation, winning several first place  

parade awards. Please congratulate yourself and a special thanks to all for a great year in a  

difficult environment. 

 

2009 also saw several changes in our club committees and their responsibilities. We have a new 

Newsletter chair, Duane Cahill, who has also taken over the website. Please check it at 

berkscountyphc.org. Shawn Guevin has become the Membership chair and is working with his 

committee to make some necessary changes. Scott Kauffman is the new Volunteer chair and 

Sam Beam has taken over the Sponsorship committee. 

 

As we look forward to our 8th year I think it is absolutely amazing that we will go well over 

$250,000 in contributions to Berks County charities. And we have made the environment bet-

ter by cleaning the Highway two times each year. 

 

Please take a few minutes over the Christmas holiday to honor our military and our fallen  

soldiers. Their sacrifices allow us to Party with a Purpose. Thanks to all,  

The Prez 
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The average man will bristle if you say his father was 

dishonest, but he will brag a little if he discovers that his great -

grandfather was a pirate.  
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Jodi Blatt 

taking care of 

Diane Rhode.  

Or maybe itõs 

the other way 

aroundñyou 

can never tell 

with these 

two. 

The 18th Annual Meeting of the Minds took place November 5-8 at the Casa Marina  

Resort in Key West.  While the overall attendance for the event was far lower than in 

recent years, the Berks County Parrot Head Club showed up in force with a record 43 

members attending. 

 

Island music is undoubtedly the focus of the event, featuring many national artists such as 

Kelly McGuire, Jim Morris, and Club Trini ð all of whom can be heard on Radio  

Margaritaville.  They were joined by BCPHC favorites John Frinzi and Jimmy & The  

Parrots, and the Saturday night show was headlined by Little Feat. 

 

Meeting of the Minds is the centerpiece of the week, however the local contingent of  

Parrot Heads found a multitude of other ways to spend their time on the island as well.  If 

youõve ever traveled in a large group, you know how itõs easy to get paralyzed while  

everyone decides on what they want to do ð and soon youõve done nothing. 

 

Not this club.  While there were events in which almost everyone participated, there 

were also ample opportunities for each group, couple, or individual to get away and do 

his/her own thing.   

 

On Tuesday night, many BCPHC members decided to head down the world-famous  

Duval Street to check out the local scene.  Duval is a 15-block street that runs from the 

Gulf of Mexico on one side to the Atlantic Ocean on the other, and is the location of 

many of Key Westõs famous restaurants and bars. 

 

The first stop was The Bull, the last of the old-time Duval Street open air bars.  Inside, 

the club discovered Mustang Sallie and her guitar, playing a mixture of rock, blues, and  

feel-good music.  The group enjoyed the show so much that they stayed much of the 

night in the Bull.  Sallieõs show allows for a significant amount of audience participation, 

and the BCPHC was more than happy to oblige, remembering the old adage that òWhat 

happens in Key Westñnever happenedó.   

 

On Wednesday, many club members did the tourist thing, feasting in Margaritaville and 

shopping the streets of Key West.   Another group rented a couple of vans and headed 

up the keys to visit some of the localsõ bars and clubs that your typical tourist will never 

findñHogfish Bar, Geiger Key Marina, Boondocks, and No Name Pub, to name a few. 

 

That night, several gathered at Pat Croceõs Rum Barrel to watch the Phillies take on the 

Yankees in Game 6 of the World Series.  Needless to say, the results of the evening were 

disappointing to most of us, but nobody was going to let that ruin our trip. 

Thursday brought Club Trini at the Casa and on Friday,  the annual street fest - this year  

featuring Howard Livingston and Mile Marker 24. 

 

The highlight of the trip was undoubtedly Saturdayõs cruise to Little Palm Island.  

Bryan and Leigh Gentry arranged and sponsored the trip on the 104-foot òGolden 

Touchó to the private cay 28 miles from Key West.  37 Berks Parrot Heads enjoyed 

the òGumby Slumberó beverages and lunch on the beach. 

 

During the seven-day trip, the weather provided about six hours of sunshine.  The 

overcast skies couldnõt dampen the enthusiasm of the club though and stories of the 

trip are still being told today.  And while the countdown to next year isnõt on the 

website just yet, ask Kris Johnson.  Heõll tell you exactly how many days we have 

before next yearõs trip. 

2009 Meeting of the Minds    Duane Cahill 
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Kohly looks like he 

could get used to this 

lifestyle. 
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